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to the first edition of this newsletter, I have been 
meaning to write it for ages.. permaculture is a growing, and here
at sector39 we have never been busier, so we thought it time
share some of what is going on... hope you enjoy it!

Steve Jones

it is not a
political flavour... it is a common sense approach to living on
this planet and having happy and abundant lives without 
destroying the place at the same time.

.. How do we make the journey from the self-
apparent ecological disaster that is our current economic
paradigm to one that is truly sane and can harmonize with
nature and its natural abundance and inherent sutainability. 

For all the benefits industrialism and consumerism have 
bestowed upon us in the form of roads, schools, techno-toys,
cheap food and 21st century bling, not forgetting of course clean
water and the NHS... it is all a bit pointless if it brings about the
end of the World as we know it at the same time. 

We absolutely need to invest our energies into creating an 
economic model that actually fulfills ours and nature’s needs. 
Permaculture is how we do that.. it is a collaborative, progressive
learning process, driven by positive feedback loops which can
allow us to regenerate, rebuild and re-
pair the social and ecological damage
which has been done in the name of
short term progress.. Actually it is a
new economic paradigm.. but lets not
get ahead of ourselves.. 
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We are fed a misleading story about farming, food and 
agriculture. GMO’s or chemicals is the choice.. but there is
another way, ground-breaking farmers like Arthur Hollins
(right) realised 50 years ago that ploughing was destroying
the soil and created a living example of what is possible at
Ford Hall Farm, in Shropshire. Don’t expect the media to
tell you these stories but with the Internet and other news
channels the story is finally coming out, I write a regular
blog at www.sector39.co.uk/blog where you will hear these
and many other positive stories.

Sector39 is also active
on Facebook and Twitter.. catch us at
https://www.facebook.com/sector39 or
follow misterjones2u on Twitter
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A new solar roof at Permanent
Housing Co-operative, Mid Wales

Celebration: Permaculture farm
and eco venue, Tabua, portugal

Steve teaching Permaculture
Tabua, portugal

http://www.sector39.co.uk/blog
https://www.facebook.com/sector39


PDC Graduate Faze Al has been a regular volunteer at the farm in the Welsh borders
where Sector39 has been running their PDC’s for the last 2 years. His idea is to create
a fun environment for everyone to get together for the weekend and to enjoy the coun-
tryside and the energy of getting lots of like-minded people together in a field. The £80
ticket sounds a bit steep, but it includes a free feast each day, workshops and 
entertainment and of course supports a not for profit organisation... 

S39 PDC graduates who want to help out/ volunteer, please get in touch with Sector39
and we have arrange a £10 graduate discount.. we really hope all our friends old and
new and yet to meet can come and help make it a celebration of sustainability and regeneration!

Scenes from recent 
permaculture courses



Permaculture has taught me everything i know....
or rather it has provided a perspective, a way of looking at the world in which all of what I know
starts to make sense. I always like to say that before I came across this design science for 
sustainability my life had been a random series of unconnected events.. it was only after that it all
started to take shape as one coherent whole. 

I had worked on farms as a teen, travelled enough to realise there is more than one way of seeing
things, I had done campaigning, worked as a teacher, a tree surgeon and on the factory floor as
well as feeling a lot of frustration that the World was headed in exactly the wrong direction in its
development. In fact I had even taken a degree in sustainable development and had it pointed out
to me in painstaking detail that we are heading into troubled waters. 

Moving from problems to solutions.. permaculture is that moment when you realise the
only sane thing to do is to start living a sustainable life right now.. we don’t need permission to do

this, we don’t need the rest of society to catch up
with us before we can act.. someone has to go first
and the sooner one starts investing in the process
the sooner the rewards come. Failure to do so is like
backing the losing horse in the race.... it doesn’t mat-
ter how hard we cheer it is still going to lose. The
one thing we can be sure about unsustainable prac-
tices is that they are not sustainable!

Sector39 came about after the Reading Roof 
Garden project, at 39 London Street, where we built
a roof top oasis of biodiversity and from which  we
won a contract to build a series of forest gardens for
schools and needed a name to trade under. S39
quickly evolved into an association of permaculture
designers, teachers, practitioners and crafts people
who were keen to work together to run permaculture
design classes, develop projects and to explore pos-
itive solutions.

We have since run community energy projects
(www.llanrhaeadr.org.uk) started an eco - housing

cooperative (permanenthousing.org.uk) set up an urban community gardens development project
(www.get-growing.org.uk) and much more. Permaculture continues to bring me and my colleagues
into contact with folk across Europe working for a saner sustainable future it is a constantly uplift-
ing and surprising process... full of wonderment, learning and more. 

We are thrilled to be working across the UK, this year alone we
have run PDC’s in Hereford, Leamington Spa, Oswestry, London,
Tabua Portugal, and now we are gearing up for Llanymynech in the
Autumn for a PDC, there as well..    Plus we’ll be in Reading in
September on the roof garden to celebrate 10 years of the RISC
urban food forest.

I invite anyone who wants to know more to get in touch, come and
visit, take a course, visit our new Get-Growing base in Newtown,
read my blog come to Fandango Farm or whatever you do, join the
movement for postive change, permaculture and regeneration!

http://www.llanrhaeadr.org.uk)
http://www.get-growing.org.uk)


Permaculture marches on....
Sector39 are having a very busy year and we are looking to work with more people.  We want to develop
an apprentice scheme for PDC graduates, we already encourage our graduates to come back and work
as a support tutor or to run a session on a PDC... but we would also like to develop this scheme to take it
further. On a recent PDC in Portugal we realised that there are opportunites all over the place for the right
kind of self-motivated people, who have already taken the first step and completed their Permaculture De-
sign Course and want to gain practical experience. We are keen to work with individuals to develop this
idea, get in touch!

Next up!
We are celebrating 10 years
of the RISC roof garden with
a one day woprkshop in
Reading, Sept 22nd

Toxteth Honey: Sweet and fragrant,
tasting of a 1000 wildflowers, from the
heart of the city of Liverpool

Community consultation: Designing
an urban community garden, Liverpool

Above: Seedling swap in Newtown
Powys, part of the new Get-Growing
project where we are starting a new
community growing hub.

left: Life at the Roundhouse
PDC Tabua, Portugal.


